Protect Washington Farmworkers by Opposing HR 3227
Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2025

WHEREAS farmworkers are essential to Washington state's $12.8 billion agricultural economy as
neighbors and taxpayers?!; farm owners often have decades long relationships with farmworkers and
describe them as "highly-skilled workers; 99% are solid, hardworking, productive individuals;"2 and

WHEREAS the H-2A program, a federal program that allows employers to hire non-U.S. farmworkers if
there aren’t adequate local applicants, has avenues for exploiting farmworkers, HR 3227 harms both
farmworkers and farmworker employers and is ineffectual to the program’s abuses:

e Farmworker wage increases are limited for years3;

e Farmworker employers would be required to use Employment Eligibility Verification (E-Verify) to
verify the citizenship status of workers pushing growers not to employ undocumented
residents3, adversely affecting employers living in areas with poor or no internet access, or those
not understanding the technology or having a dedicated staff to integrate E-Verify into their HR
or payroll systems;4 employers could be forced to hire from the underground economy and E-
Verify has a high failure rate identifying properly those not authorized to work;5

e H-2A workers are leveraged to displace local farmworkers (83% of farmworkers are local
residentsé) as charged by the Washington State’s Attorney General Office;” and weaponized for
union busting - a union president described one northwest Washington employer applying for
over 300 H-2A work visas and only after the commensurate local union workers showed up
willing and able to work for the farmer did the employer withdraw the H-2A requests;

o H-2A workers face wage theft and poor housing® as a result of lax enforcement - despite 70% of
farmworker employers found violating farmworker laws when investigated, less than 1% of
employers are investigated in any given year1;

e H-2A Workers who speak up or make formal complaints face retaliation and deportation?t;

e Farm-labor contractors are eligible employers in the H-2A program and could be the H-2A
worker’s employer, not the farmer, often operating outside the country with limited US
government oversight and described as modern-day predators who operate with impunity that
protect the growers from legal liability 12; and

WHEREAS farm labor shortages caused by mass deportations of immigrant workers exacerbate labor
shortages and increase reliance on the H-2A program?3; and

WHEREAS the 2024 Washington State Democratic Party Platform states we should prevent exploitation
of working people (Line 178 in the Business, Financial Services, Gaming & Trade Pillar) and also states
America’s economy depends on jobs that provide a fair and living wage, fair benefits, and safe working
conditions for ALL workers (Line 953 in the Labor Pillar);

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the 42nd | egislative District Democratic Party and WSDCC support local
farmworkers and oppose passage of HR 3227 Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2025.

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the WSDCC, the
Washington State’s Democratic Congressional and Legislative Delegations and the Congressional
Progressive Caucus.

Adopted by 42nd LD Democratic Party September 13, 2025.
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